
« Le monde est fait pour aboutir à un beau livre »
Stéphane Mallarmé (1842-1898)

Une partie du design graphique et de la production des livres d’artistes 
ou d’événements culturels en Iran a été confiée ces dernières années, à 
StudioKargah. Pour ce Studio de design, le livre en tant qu’objet retrace 
l’histoire, parfois non écrite. 
Ces écritures à travers le design graphique construisent un nouveau 
langage qui décrit l’art et la culture visuelle dans l’Iran d’aujourd’hui où 
la poésie des lettres et des lignes se mêlent à la réalité. 
Au premier regard, ces beaux livres, avec leurs choix de couleur et la 
création de typographie adaptée au persan et au latin aux codifications 
précises, nous font reflets d’objets de perfection. Mais le livre, le support de 
la création, joue un rôle plus déterminant à raconter l’Histoire d’un peuple 
et transporter ainsi ses messages. Ce langage spécifique empruntant de 
l’esthétique persane donne une force et un pouvoir non comparable pour 
communiquer leurs idées créatives. 
La résistance contre la création de propagande est spécifique dans le 
mode d’expression des créations artistiques. Ce rôle est déterminant pour 
la définition du goût de la société et notamment des jeunes générations 
qui initient leurs activités artistiques.   
Le choix du sujet : découvrir et conserver l’histoire, est une vocation 
qui est apparente dans les œuvres du StudioKargah. L’obligation et la 
responsabilité sociale de l’archivage et de la publication du savoir est un 
défi. Ce dernier se cristallise via des créations, des livres, des affiches, des 
expositions et d’autres événements culturels financés hors programme 
gouvernemental, un mode de contestation dont il est facile de s’abstenir. 
Ces livres, exposés aujourd’hui ont fait un voyage de Téhéran à Paris, ils 
ont pu dépasser les frontières pour vous montrer une partie de l’art, de la 
pensée et de la culture visuelle en Iran.  

Samira Kaveh 

Beaux Livres de Téhéran 
StudioKargah 



Samira Kaveh
Fondateur de Gonbad-e-Kaboud

Active en Iran dans le milieu de l’art et de la culture. Elle se 
spécialise en France en droit de l’art et obtient un master 2 en droit 
des créations immatérielles à l’Université de Montpellier où elle écrit 
sa thèse le droit d’exposition des œuvres d’art. Elle commence ses 
activités de commissariat, de direction artistique et de conseils. 
Lauréate dans le cadre du programme de mondialisation du Centre 
Pompidou, elle travaille alors sur l’histoire des expositions sous la 
direction de Catherine Grenier. En 2013, elle participe à enrichir 
la collection du Musée National d’Art Moderne - Centre Pompidou 
par la sélection puis l’acquisition d’œuvres d’artiste de la période 
moderne en Iran présentées dans le cadre de l’exposition Modernités 
Plurielles. En 2014, elle assiste Catherine David et Odile Burluraux, 
dans le cadre de l’exposition Iran – Unedited History 1960-2014 
au Musée d’Art Moderne de Paris. En 2016, elle est commissaire 
d’exposition au Musée des Arts Décoratifs de Paris pour le festival 
Design Art Graphique et contribue à enrichir la collection du 
musée par l’acquisition d’œuvres d’art graphique iranien. En 2018 
elle intervient au cours d’une conférence sur le droit de l’art et du 
marché de l’art international à Téhéran, puis sur le droit de l’art 
urbain en 2019 au cours de la Biennale d’art urbain de Téhéran. 
En 2021, elle est commissaire d’exposition « Kenophobic City Tales » 
à la Biennale internationale de design graphique au Signe, Centre 
Nationale du Graphisme. 

En 2019, elle crée l’association de Gonbad-e-Kaboud pour le 
développement de l’art, de la culture, du patrimoine et le droit des 
créations immatérielles entre la France et l’Iran. 



StudioKargah

En 2001, Aria Kasaei et Peyman Pourhosein (tous deux nés en 1980), 
anciens camarades de classe du lycée et de l'université, ont cofondé 
un petit studio de graphisme dans un sous-sol situé dans le centre 
de Téhéran. 
Aujourd'hui, StudioKargah est devenu un studio indépendant de 
taille moyenne qui collabore avec des particuliers et des instituts 
culturels tels que des galeries d'art, des musées, des fondations, 
des chercheurs, des instituts culturels, des investisseurs et des 
artistes indépendants, pour n'en citer que quelques-uns, en Iran 
et dans le monde entier, ce qui en fait une plaque tournante de la 
scène artistique iranienne. 
StudioKargah a une forme de vie fluide et multidimensionnelle qui 
repose sur trois notions principales : "Maison", "Laboratoire" et "Usine". 
La famille de Kargah y vit, y mange et y travaille ensemble pour la 
plupart. Laboratoire : parce qu'ils font des recherches sur l'histoire 
du design graphique et de l'identité urbaine contemporaine. Usine 
; parce que Kargah a sa propre production graphique quotidienne. 
Le StudioKargah pense que les capacités de l'histoire de l'art, de 
la littérature et de la culture urbaine éclectique actuelle de l'Iran 
et de la région peuvent être utilisées pour créer un langage visuel 
contemporain. StudioKargah s'efforce de mettre en place un 
dialogue international basé sur le design et la culture. 

www.studiokargah.com



Pousheh: A Quarterly Journal of Art and Culture
Issue 1: Cartoons And The National Oil
Editor-in-Chief: Mahsa Tehrani 
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Farinaz Alem 
Image Editing: Hoodad Mosleminejad 
Typeface: Roudaki 
Type Designer: Reza Salarifar 
Translator: Sanam Kalantari 
Tehran, 2022

Tabl Art And Culture Magazine
Issues 1-7: Cold War Series
Editor-in-Chief: Hooyar Asadian
Guest Editor: Mahsa Tehrani 
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Uniform Design: Siavash Tasaodian
Layout: Safa Emami, Nasim Zahed, Majid Asgari
Tehran, 2021-2022

Return to Neverland 
Dialogue Between Homayoun Sirizi & Neda Saeedi
Editor: Homayoun Sirizi
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Sanaz Soltani
Layout: Farinaz Alem 
Translator: Roozbeh Tazhibi
The Catalogue Was Published on The Occasion of 
“Return to Neverland” Exhibition by Neda Saeedi
At Pejman Foundation, Argo Factory
Tehran, 2021

Oil: Height of Depth  
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Sanaz Soltani 
Layout: Farinaz Alem 
Translator: Sanam Kalantari
The Catalogue Was Published on The Occasion of
“Oil: Height of Depth” Exhibition by Mohammad Hassanzadeh 
At Pejman Foundation, Argo Factory
Tehran, 2021



Mohsen Vaziri Moghaddam: Unrealised Projects
Dynamic Sculptures from Small to Monumental (1968-2018)
Curator and Editor: Hamoun Vaziri Moghaddam
Design: StudioKargah
Artistic Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Design Direction: Saam Kashmiri
Layout: Amirhossein Zarifian
Translators: Art & Culture Translated Ltd, Helia Darabi, Hamid Khodapanahi, Leila Sajjadi
The Catalogue Was Published on The Occasion of “Mohsen Vaziri Moghadam: Unrealised Projects” 
Exhibition by Pejman Foundation & Mohsen Vaziri Moghadam Foundation
Tehran, 2021

Oh! What a Beauty!
Fereydoun Ave Polaroids, 1969 – 1979
Editor: Aria Kasaei
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Ashkan Ghasemi
Translator: Ashkan Zahraei
Anarchivists, Vol 1, An Archival Project by StudioKargah
The Book Was Published on the Occasion of The Special Event
“Fereydoun Ave: Artist, Aesthete, and Patron”
British Museum, London, 2020

Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art:
Selection of International Photos
Compilation: Seifollah Samadian & Ehsan Aghaei
Texts: Ehsan Aghaei, Ali Bakhtiari, Saeed Fallahfar, Mehdi Hosseini
Mehdi Moghimnejad, Aida Moradi-Ahani, Amir Raad
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Sanaz Soltani
Layout: Farinaz Alem
Translators: Hamid Khodapanahi, Mahsa Mohammadkhani
TMoCA Reopening Publication’s Direction: StudioKargah - Peyman Pourhosein
The Book Has Been Published by Nabshi Center in Collaboration with 
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Arts´s Publication on The Occasion of TMoCA Reopening 
Tehran, 2021

The Room Becomes a Street 
Curator: Aram Moshayedi
Texts: Aram Moshayedi & Majid Akhgar
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Saam Keshmiri
Translator: Samaneh Maddah
The Catalogue Was Published on The Occasion of 
“The Room Becomes a Street” Exhibition by Nazgol Ansarinia
At Pejman Foundation, Argo Factory in Association with Green Art Gallery
Tehran, 2020



Red Paper
Ideological Publications Issued by the Soviet Union
Edited & Compiled by Peyman Pourhosein
Texts & Interviews: Mehrdad Bahar, Ali Dehbashi, Kianoosh Gharibpour, Yourik Karimmasihi
Mahmoud Kashichi, Masoud Kouhestaninejad, Jamal Mirsadeghi
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction & Layout: Sanaz Soltani
Design Team: Pantea Hashemi, Ashkan Ghasemi, Hoodad Mosleminejad
Translators: Hamid Khodapanahi, Mahsa Mohammadkhani, Mohsen Shojei, Alireza Mirzaei Jahed
An Archival Project by StudioKargah & Nabshi Center
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of “Red Paper; Ideological Publications Issued by the Soviet 
Union” Exhibition at Nabshi Center
Tehran, 2020

History of Music Conservatory
A Century of Music Education in Iran 1918-2018
Editor: Ali Taghipour Gourabi
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein 
Design Team: Saam Keshmiri, Hoodad Mosleminejad 
Tehran, 2019

The Book of 100 Demons
Texts: Mehrakali Saboonchi
Project Manager: Hooyar Asadian
Design: StudioKargah
Art & Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Sanaz Soltani
A Project by StudioKargah & +3:30
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of The Second +3:30 Collection
Tehran, 2019

The Story of The Mice and Cat   
Texts: Mehrakali Saboonchi
Project Manager: Hooyar Asadian
Design: StudioKargah
Art & Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Sanaz Soltani
Design Team: Mojdeh Moradi
A Project by StudioKargah & +3:30
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of The First +3:30 Collection
Tehran, 2018



Zivan
A Quarterly Magazine on Art, Literature, Cinema & Culture
Issue 2: Summer 2018
Issue 3: Fall 2018
Issue 4: Winter 2018
Under the Supervision of Dariush Kiaras
Editor-in-Chief: Farshid Gandomkar
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Design Team: Mostafa Behzadi, Ashkan Forootan, Hoodad Mosleminejad
Mojdeh Moradi, Eli Naghilou, Saam Keshmiri, Sanaz Soltani
Tehran, 2018

Cold Fire
An Overview of Photographs 
from the Iran-Iraq War
Edited and Compiled by Ahmadreza Nouri
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Maryam Sharifi, Safa Ghasemi
Translator: Sanam Kalantari
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of 
“Cold Fire” Exhibition at Salam Art Gallery
Teharn, 2018

Margins
The Revolution in the Wanderings 
of Kamran Shirdel
Texts: Babak Ahmadi, Kamran Shirdel
Interview: Mahvash Kianersi
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Hoodad Mosleminejad
Translator: Hamid Khodapanahi, Sohrab Mahdavi
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of “Margins; The Revolution in the Wanderings of 
Kamran Shirdel” Exhibition at Nabshi Center
Tehran, 2018

Roudaki Hall
Graphic Design, Architecture and Everything 1967-1979
Edited & Compiled by Aria Kasaei
Project Executive Manager: Ashkan Forootan
Texts: Reza Abedini, Dariush Kiaras, Bijan Shafei, Negar Mansouri, Combiz Moussavi-Aghdam
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Hoodad Mosleminejad
Translator: Hamid Khodapanahi
An Archival Project by StudioKargah & Nabshi Center 
The Book Was Published on the Occasion of 
“Roudaki Hall; Graphic Design, Architecture and Everything 1967-1979” Exhibition at Nabshi Center
Tehran, 2018



Plakart
On Iranian Cinema Marquee Posters
Edited & Compiled by Ali Bakhtiari 
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Sanaz Soltani
Design Team: Hoodad Mosleminejad
A Project by Ali Bakhtiari, ABProjects, StudioKargah, Cinema Museum of Iran, IGDS
The Book Was Published on the Occasion of the 
“Plakart: On Iranian Cinema Marquee Posters” Exhibition at Salam Art Gallery
Tehran, 2017

Elsewhere 
Interactive VR Installation
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei 
Layout: Saam Keshmiri 
Translators: Nikoo Ghasemi & Namdar Shirazian 
The Catalog Was Published on The occasion of “Elsewhere”
Exhibition at Pejman Foundation, Argo Factory
Tehran, 2017

Kargahe Namayeche (Theater Workshop)
Graphic Design Archive 1969 –79
Edited & Compiled by Aria Kasaei
Text: Aria Kasaei
Marginalia Texts: Dariush Kiaras
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Mostafa Behzadi
Translator: Leili Kassaie
An Archival Project by StudioKargah & The ABProjects 
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of
“Kargahe Namayeche; Graphic Design Archive 1969-79” Exhibition at Azad Art Gallery
Tehran, 2017

Photo Riahi
Editor: Bahman Kiarostami
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Hoodad Mosleminejad
Translator: Coco Ferguson
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of 
“Photo Riahi” Exhibition at Dastan’s Basement
Tehran, 2017



Karnameh
Visual Culture of Iranian Children 1950 –1980
Edited & Compiled by Ali Bakhtiari, Peyman Pourhosein, Yashar Samimi Mofakham 
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Peyman Pourhosein, Masoud Morgan
Design Team: Safa Ghasemi, Payam Bahari, Mostafa Behzadi, Negar Jabbari, Mehdi Ghasemi
Translator: Sanam Kalantari
An Archival Project by ABBookness, StudioKargah & Bread & Salt Projects
The Book Was Published on the Occasion of “Karnameh: Visual Culture of Iranian Children 1950–1980”
Exhibition at Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art
1st Printing Publisher: Pejman Foundation
Tehran, 2016

Zard
Mohsen Gallery Quarterly Magazine
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Sanaz Soltani
Tehran, 2017

Nose to Nose
Slaves and Tatars
Texts: Slaves and Tatars
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Saam Keshmiri
Translator: Namdar Shirazian 
The Catalog Was Published on The Occasion of
“Nose to Nose” Exhibition by Slavs & Tatars
At Pejman Foundation, Argo Factory
Tehran, 2017

Metamorphopolis
A Collaborative Design Project on Contemporary Urban Identity
Texts: Aria Kasaei, Ehsan Rasoulof
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Title Design: Mostafa Behzadi
Layout: Hoodad Mosleminejad
Design Team: Sanaz Soltani, Masoud Morgan, Golnaz Esmaili
Translators: Nirvana Parvizi & Hamid Khodapanahi
A Project by StudioKargah & Mohsen Gallery
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of The 7th Anniversary of Mohsen Gallery
“Metamorphopolis; A Collaborative Design Project on Contemporary Urban Identity”
Exhibition at Mohsen Gallery
Tehran, 2017



Ardeshir; Stormy Weather
Text: Dariush Kiaras
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Hoodad Mosleminejad
Translator: Sohrab Mahdavi
Project Manager: Hormoz Hematian
An Archival Project by StudioKargah & Dastan+2
The Book Was Published on the Occasion of
“Ardeshir; Stormy Weather”Exhibition at Dastan+2 
Tehran, 2016

Seven
An Exhibition by Homa Bazrafshan 
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Mahya Ketabchi
The Catalog Was Published on the Occasion of 
The “Seven” An Exhibition by Homa Bazrafshan at Etemad Gallery
Tehran, 2015

Kanoon’s Book: 1965 - 1978
Edited & Compiled by Ali Bakhtiari 
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Mona Shirazi
An Archival Project by ABBookness & StudioKargah
An Unpublished Book
Tehran, 2015

Bahman Mohassess
In 60 Pieces of A Lost Body
An Overview of Iranian Modern Art II
Scenario & Captions: Morad Montazemi
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Hoodad Mosleminejad
Photos: Amin Matinfar
Translator: Marjan Tajeddini
A Project by Aria Gallery and Ab/Anbar
Tehran, 2015



Sara Abbasian
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Masoud Morgan
Translators: Nirvana Parvizi, Hamid Khodapanahi 
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of Sara Abbasians' Exhibition
At Mohsen Gallery
Tehran, 2015

Ardeshir Mohassess 17 – 87
Text: An Unfinished work by Dariush Kiaras
Project Manager: Hormoz Hematian
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Sanaz Soltani
An Archival Project by StudioKargah, Dastan’s Basement & Pejman Foundation
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of “Ardeshir 17 – 87” Exhibition at Sam Art, Sam Center
Tehran, 2014

Iran: RPM, Vol. II
Collection of Kanoon’s Vinyl Record Productions 
Edited & Compiled by Ali Bakhtiari 
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Sanaz Soltani
Translator: Farzaneh Dousti
An Archival Project by ABBookness & StudioKargah
Published by Magic of Persia
London, 2014

Fereydoun Ave; The Designer
Edited & Compiled by Ali Bakhtiari, Aria Kasaei
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei
Layout: Sanaz Soltani
Design Team: Hoodad Mosleminejad
Translator: Azadeh Akbari
A Project by StudioKargah & ABBookness
Published by Nazar Research and Cultural Institute
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of The
“Fereydoun Ave; The Designer” Exhibition at Azad Art Gallery & Dastan’s Basement
Tehran, 2014



By an Eye-Witness
Azadeh Akhlaghi
Texts : Azadeh Akhlaghi, Ehsan Rasoulof
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Aria Kasaei 
Layout: Sanaz Soltani
The Book Was Published on The Occasion of “By an Eye-Witness” Exhibition
 by Azadeh Akhlaghi at Mohsen Gallery
Tehran, 2013

Assurbanipal Babilla 
Drawings, Paintings and Posters
Edited by Aria Kasaei and Ali Bakhtiari 
Text: Darius Kiaras
Design Direction: StudioKargah
Exhibition Design: Mahya Ketabchi 
Published by ABBookness & StudioKargah 
The Catalog Was Published of The Ocassion of
“Assurbanipal Babilla” Exhibition at Azad Art Gallery, 
Tehran, 2013 

Iran: RPM, Vol. I
A Selection of Iranian Vinyl Soundtrack Covers 
Edited & Compiled by Ali Bakhtiari 
Design: StudioKargah
Design Direction: Peyman Pourhosein
Layout: Maryam Ronagh
Translator: Reza Nader Sepahi
An Archival Project by ABBookness, Published by Magic of Persia
London, 2012


