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Introduction

In 2022, Ithaque launched a film photography learning project for young
audiences in middle schools across the Paris suburban areas. These
workshops cover the entire creative process, from capturing images to
developing prints. Based on the three pillars of Education in Arts and
Culture (EAC), the workshops are designed in collaboration with the
schools’ or organization teaching teams and aim to be integrated into the
school curriculum.

The core of the workshops is to encourage students to look at their
everyday life and surroundings from a new perspective while learning to
tell a story through images. The principles of co-creation and
collaboration guide these workshops.

In 2025, the charity Les Amis d’Ithaque, which supports the
photographic workshops, was officially recognized as an organization
acting in the general interest by the French administration.

Photo Workshops





Educational Objectives

The objectives of the photo workshops are fully aligned with the values
promoted by Les Amis d’Ithaque and with Education in Arts and Culture (EAC):

Pass on the traditional know-how of analog photography to young
audiences, particularly students enrolled in middle schools within zones
identified by the authorities as high-priority education networks;
Encourage students to take an active role by telling a story through images;
Develop the agency and empowerment of middle school students;
Combine hands-on practice with the discovery of the photo development
and printing process;
Ultimately, organize a neighborhood exhibition showcasing the students’
work, ideally involving parents, teachers, and local government
representatives.



Our Values

Our educational workshops are designed in alignment with the core values of
the French public education system, ensuring an inclusive and respectful
environment for all students.

The Principle of Neutrality
In accordance with the French school framework, we provide an educational
space free from political or religious influence.

This allows us to:

Focus on artistic learning and collaboration.
Ensure equal participation for all students.
Promote a safe and respectful environment for creative exploration.



Meeting with
teachers

Visit to
Ithaque Exhibition

Workshops structure

Preparatory steps
Meeting with the
teaching staff
Choice of a
theme
Development of
the project goals
and a session
schedule

Explanation of how
to use film cameras
Photoshoot: the
participating kids
take photos of each
other under the
supervision of the
teachers and
Ithaque team

Explanation of print
development and
contact sheet
review
Darkroom printing
session at Ithaque

Creating the final
work: writing
texts and titles
Presentation
through an
exhibition at the
school or local
social center

Field photo
shoot



Gérard Philipe
Middle School

In June 2025, Ithaque conducted a film
photography workshop with two 8th-grade
classes at Gérard Philipe Middle School in
the 18th arrondissement of Paris.

Over two sessions - the first at the school
and the second at Ithaque in the darkroom
- students explored the full process of film
photography, from shooting to printing,
focusing on portrait.



Gérard Philipe
Middle School

In the classroom, students transformed the
space into a studio. Working in pairs, they took
turns as photographer and model. 

Each pair created three portraits, following three
creative prompts:

Express a strong emotion
Incorporate an accessory
Reveal a hidden side of their identity

The exercise encouraged students to
experiment with composition, lighting, and
expression, while developing a deeper
understanding of how photography can capture
personality and mood.



Gérard Philipe
Middle School

A week later, the students visited Ithaque’s
darkroom. Here, they:

Discovered their own developed photographs
for the first time
Learned about contact sheets and the process
of selecting images
Witnessed the magic of the image appearing on
light-sensitive paper, an unforgettable moment
for many

The experience allowed them to connect theory
and practice, gaining hands-on knowledge of the
traditional photographic process and the patience it
requires.





Social Center Anne-Marie
Vivé in Compiègne

Chronique de nos mémoires project, carried out in
Compiègne right North of Paris with the association
Cap Réussite, the Anne-Marie Vivé social center,
and several partners, enabled 12 children aged 8 to
11 to explore their neighborhood through film
photography. 

Guided by professional photographer Alexandre
Arminjon, they learned the basics of photography
and created their own visual report during a walk
through the local area. The project aimed to be both
artistic, educational, and social: to preserve a visual
memory of the ongoing urban transformations,
highlight the children’s perspectives, build their self-
confidence, and strengthen community ties. 

The children later developed their photos at
Ithaque, and the adventure concluded in May with a
final exhibition showcasing their images and stories.
The mayor of the city and parents of participating
children were present.



the market in Compiegne through the eyes of the participants
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Sirkhane Darkroom

Ithaque’s workshops are inspired by
the project “Sirkhane Darkroom”,
now known as Fotohane Darkroom,
led by Serbest Salih in Turkey.

Serbest Salih works with children
from disadvantaged backgrounds,
encouraging them to experiment
and play with analog photography. 

In October 2023, his work was
presented in an exhibition at
Ithaque, highlighting the potential of
photography as a tool for
expression and education. A
fundraiser was organized and €25k
were transfered to Sirkhane
Darkroom.
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Les Amis d’Ithaque
The charity Les Amis d’Ithaque (French law 1901), created in 2025, funds the photography
workshops and artist residencies that take place at Ithaque. Its mission is to promote and
democratize analog photography for a wide audience. We believe in the power of collective
action to pass on knowledge and to provide access to artistic creation for those who are usually
distanced from it.

Ithaque is a space dedicated to analog photography, comprising an exhibition gallery and two
fully equipped darkrooms. Founded in 2020 by Alexandre Arminjon, Ithaque is located in the heart
of the Marais in Paris and is committed to preserving the craftsmanship of black-and-white analog
photography.

On the occasion of the bicentennial of photography, Ithaque received a label from the French
Ministry of Culture for its school photography workshop activities.
 
In addition, the association Les Amis d’Ithaque was officially recognized as acting in the general
interest by the French tax authorities and is a tax-deductible charity.



Alexandre Arminjon
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Alexandre Arminjon is the founder and director of Ithaque. A self-taught French-Swiss
photographer born in 1984, he has travelled extensively through desert environments,
particularly in Iran and in the Atacama Desert in Chile.

His portraits of the Iranian people were exhibited at the French Parliament in March 2023 on
the occasion of the International Women’s Rights Day, at the invitation of the President of the
French Parliament, Yaël Braun-Pivet.

In February 2025, this portrait series was also presented at the Iranian Artists Forum in Tehran.
In addition, the French National Library has acquired a selection of his Iranian portraits.
Finally, Alexandre Arminjon serves as secretary and treasurer of the charity Les Amis
d’Ithaque.
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